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WOMEN’S GOLF Q&A WITH SAC STATE SAYS 
TEAM PREDICTED ‘HOMETOWN PAGE 7 

TO DEFEND HERO’ ANTHONY 

BIG SKY SADLER AS ‘THE 

CONFERENCE 15:17 TO PARIS’ 

CROWN HITS THEATERS 

PAGE 12 PAGE 16 








‘< FEATURED SOCIAL MEDIA ‘< NEWS IN BRIEF 


On our post about Sacramento State alum- 
nus Anthony Sadler playing himself in a new 
Clint Eastwood film, Facebook user Bertha 
Robles commented “Just finished watching 
15:17 To Paris! So proud of all three. Love 
that he’s made at Sac State too!” Let us know what you 
think online at Facebook.com/StateHornet. 


TUITION PROTEST: Students for Qual- 
ity Education will be tabling ‘Thursday in 
the Library Quad to recruit students to 
protest the potential tuition raise, accord- 
ing to SQE club member Jorge Quintana. 
The protest will occur from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. on April 4 at the State Capitol. Every 
‘Tuesday, Quintana and the SQE will be 
holding a banner stating how many days 
there are until Gov. Jerry Brown finalizes 
the 2018 state budget and trying to make 
students aware of what is at stake. “They 
are making school less accessible,’ Quin- 
tana said. “It’s ridiculous.” 





Reporter Dominique Walker and culture edi- 
tor Khanlin Rodgers gave readers a live peek 
into the sold-out KRS-One lecture on Feb. 8 
via The State Hornet’s Instagram story. After 
the lecture, the “Sound of da Police’ rapper 
performed an impromptu freestyle with a student. Follow 
@StateHornet for more live coverage of events on campus. 





For last week’s #SacStateSays, we asked stu- 
dents to guess the salaries of President Robert 
Nelsen and.California State University Chan- 
cellor Timothy White. Watch their reactions 
and other videos at Youtube.com/StateHornet. 





To stay up to date with news, 
go to statehornet.com/news 
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Students, faculty and administration discussed housing and food insecurity among students during the CSU Basic Needs Initiative Conference on Feb. 8 and 9. 


STUDY SHOWS “SHOCKING INSECURITY 


CSU CONFERENCE AT SAC STATE ADDRESSES STUDENT HOMELESSNESS, HUNGER 


Vincent Moleski 
@VO_Moleski 

Kelly Kiernan 
@kkiernan98 





Sacramento State hosted the 
California State University Ba- 
sic Needs Initiative Conference 
on Feb. 6 and 7, bringing faculty, 
administration and students to- 


gether from all over the system to 
discuss the impact of housing and 
food insecurity on students. 
Rashida Crutchfield, a prin- 
cipal investigator for CSU Long 
Beach, and Jennifer Maguire, a 
principal investigator for Hum- 
boldt State University, released 
the second phase of a study that 
examined the levels of homeless- 


ness and low food security among 
CSU students and the effects of 


these factors on their success. 

The study’s results show that 
41.6 percent of CSU students re- 
ported food insecurity, and 10.9 
percent of students reported ex- 
periencing homelessness one or 
more times in the last 12 months. 

Maggie White, president of 
the California State Student As- 
sociation, said that the numbers 
surprised her. 


“(Almost) 66 percent of 


first-generation African-Amer- 
ican students are experiencing 
(food insecurity),” White - said. 
“That’s shocking.” 

Crutchfield and Maguire de- 
scribed their study as “the most 
comprehensive mixed-methods 
study of university students’ un- 
met basic needs and the relation- 
ship to student success ever com- 
pleted within a four-year higher 


education system.” 


‘Their study showed that trans- 
fer students, foster youth, LGBTQ 
students, DACA recipients and 
African-American students who 
are the first in their family to go to 
college were especially at risk of 
housing and food insecurity. 

First-generation African 
American students experienced 
the highest rates of insecurity, 
with 18 percent of the population 
experiencing homelessness, and 
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65.9 percent experiencing food insecurity, 
according to the study. 

Crutchfield and Maguire’s research 
shows that food insecurity and, to a lesser 
extent, housing insecurity, correlate with 
lower overall grade point averages. 

Programs such as CalFresh, which sup- 
plements low-income individuals and fami- 
lies with benefits used to purchase food, are 
effective but underused, they said. 

Although Sac State has a CalFresh 
Outreach Program and offers the ASI 
Food Pantry, Crutchfield and Maguire 
said that many food insecure students may 
not be aware of the programs available at 
their campuses or that some may feel too 
embarrassed to use them, while others 
do not qualify for CalFresh due to work 
requirements. 

White said that the program needs im- 
provement, but not all CSUs even have 
programs like CalFresh, and she suggested 
that schools that don’t have assistance ser- 
vices should be looking to other campuses 
for inspiration. 

“There are some really simple things 
that can be done in just educating faculty 
and staff around how to identify when a 
student might be experiencing food insecu- 
rity or homelessness,” Maguire said. “Like 
if they’re falling asleep in class or if they’re 
missing class or maybe seem a little irrita- 
ble because they’re hungry.” 

Danielle Munoz, the student affairs case 
manager at Sac State, gave a presentation 
during the conference on the intersection 
between basic needs insecurity and finan- 
cial education. 

Munoz said that one of the main rea- 
sons students come to her for financial aid 
is the high cost of housing in the region, 
and due to no fault of their own they end 
up running through their money quickly. 

“California is going through a housing 
crisis in general,” Munoz said. “Sometimes 
we have to remind them, ‘It’s not you, it’s 
our city.’ ” 

Munoz said that students can help their 
peers by spreading information about pro- 
grams and services for those in need, such 
as CalFresh or food banks — but that facul- 
ty and staff need to step up as well. 

“We need to set up the framework for 
students to work in those roles, and then 
those students go spread the knowledge,” 
Munoz said. 

Samantha Bielz, a social work major at 
Sac State, attended the conference and said 
she would like to see more affordable hous- 
ing options offered both on and off campus 
to combat student homelessness. 

“If I knew for a fact that.me paying 
more tuition meant that somebody who 


had housing instability could have lower 
rent, I personally would be willing to pay a 
little bit more,” Bielz said. “If there’s trans- 
parency and accountability, I think yes. I’d 
like to believe that we’re a community.” 

A student panel featuring eight CSU 
students shared testimonials about being 
homeless. 

First-generation Sac State student Regi- 
na Montoya, a senior, said she has strug- 
gled with homelessness since she was young 
and didn’t always have the resources she 
needed in college. 

“The trouble for me wasn’t getting into 
college, it was staying in college,” Mon- 
toya said. “I was going hungry passing the 
Union and not being able to eat because I 
needed money to stay with a friend for the 
night.” 

Carolyn Tinoco, a student at CSU 
Dominguez Hills, said that at one point 
she worked four part-time jobs to pay for 
community college. When she got to the 
university level she said her CalFresh was 
denied because she couldn’t get work-study 
anymore. 

“So now Ff have to decide, ‘Do I stay in 
my classes and get these good grades that 
I’m used to or do I just settle for Cs?’ Be- 
cause I have to decide whether to pay rent 
this week or if ’'m going to study,” Tinoco 
said. 

A roundtable discussion invited repre- 
sentatives and senior housing officers from 
several CSU campuses to exchange ideas, 
questions and concerns regarding housing 
resources. 

Samuel Jones, the director of housing 
operations and conference services at Sac 
State, expressed the importance of part- 
nerships within the CSU system. Jones 
said having a good connection with ASI 
Residential Life and Development makes 
all the difference in being able to help out 
Student Affairs with urgent situations. 

Jones said ASI was able to connect him 
with alumni who wanted to give to the pro- 
gram. They bought a fridge and agreed 
to replenish gift baskets for students as 
needed. 

However, Jones said that while more 
people are reaching out to help, there are 
still only four beds available for emergency 
housing at Sac State. 

“We use terms that are cute, like ‘starv- 
ing student,’ ” Crutchfield said. “We have 
to choose to acknowledge that this is a 
problem. As students are experiencing food 
and housing insecurity, we get to reframe 
and revise our vision, and start talking 
openly and honestly.” 
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NELSEN: ‘YOU PAY FOR WHAT YOU GET’ 


SEVERAL STUDENTS QUESTION SAC STATE PRESIDENT’S PAY RAISE AT FORUM 


Dayla Cook 
@daylapearl 


Questions about Sacramento 
State President Robert Nelsen’s 
salary and pay raise dominated 
the conversation at the Associat- 
ed Students, Inc. tuition forum on 
Feb. 8. 

After The State Hornet re- 
ported that California State Uni- 
versity executives are receiving 
a 2.5 percent raise in spite of a 
potential tuition increase, some 
students asked if raises were 
appropriate. 

One student questioned the 
message being sent when exec- 
utives are getting raises while 
students have to make up for a 
$170.9 million funding shortfall. 

“IT just wonder how appro- 
priate it might seem, just on an 
appearance surface level, when 
we re currently expecting a defi- 
cit, to have pay raises?” he said. 

“I understand appearance,” 
Nelsen responded. “I also under- 
stand you pay for what you get.” 

Saying that his salary of 
$324,029 is below those of uni- 
versity presidents in other states, 
Nelsen noted that employee com- 
pensation includes raises that also 
went to faculty members. 

“I’m not trying to justify any- 
thing here and I understand 
the angst that is out there and I 
understand appearances,” said 
Nelsen. “But I also want to fully 
compensate everyone I can fully 
compensate.” 

After Gov. Jerry Brown’s pro- 
posed budget for the CSU fell 
$170.9 million short of the pro- 
posed budget from the board of 
trustees, Jorge Quintana, a Sac 
State student and member of 
CSU Students for Quality Edu- 
cation, said he is convinced that 
funding for higher education is 
not a priority for Brown 

Quintana asked what actions 
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Sacramento State President Robert Nelsen and Associated Students, Inc. President Mia Kagianas answer questions during the tuition forum on 


Thursday, Feb. 8. 


would be taken by the adminis- 
tration to support student efforts 
in the fight against the tuition 
increase. 

“Are you going to be our 
champions?” asked Quintana. 
“Are you going to stand for stu- 
dents? Are you going to commit 
to helping us to advocate in front 
of the legislature, and if so, how 
will you do it?” 

Nelsen said he would advocate 
for students in getting the mes- 
sage out that the CSUs need to be 
fully funded. 





“Are you going to be our champions? Are 
you going to stand for students?” 


- Jorge Quintana 
Sac State student 


“That’s my message to them,” 
said Nelsen. “You’re going to di- 
rectly affect students with this. 
It’s going to slow people down 
because they can’t — they’ve got 
to work more. They’ve got to do 
other things. That doesn’t make 


sense and it especially doesn’t 
make sense on our campus.” 
During the forum, ASI Pres- 
ident Mia Kagianas and Cali- 
fornia State Student Association 
President Maggie White pre- 


sented information about the 


CSU Board of Trustees’ budget 
request. 

According to their data, the 
extra expenditures for the CSU 
system over this year’s amount 
would go toward paying several 
expenses, including $75 million 
for Graduation Initiative 2025, 
$39.9 million for projected enroll- 
ment growth, $15 million for aca- 
demic facilities and infrastructure, 
$30.9 million for other mandato- 
ry costs and $122.1 million for 
employee compensation. 
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0 you feel that you're 
getting your money’s worth 
attending Sac State? »» 


At an ASI forum focusing on the potential tuition increase last 
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STUDENTS TO REVITALIZE EMPTY LOT 





SAC STATE HONORS PROGRAM PLANNING TO TURN ARDEN-ARCADE LOT INTO PARK 


Oscar Rzodkiewicz 
@OscarRzod 





A class of students in the hon- 
ors program at Sacramento State 
began designing and planning to 
build a new park in Arden-Ar- 
cade, according to professor of 
the class and program director 
Lee Simpson. 

Simpson said that she intro- 
duced the park project to the 
students of her Honors One 
World Seminar class after she 
was approached by a representa- 
tive from the Mission Oaks Parks 
District about a vacant lot owned 
by SMUD on the corner of Bell 
Street and Irma Way, just a few 
minutes away from campus. 

The Sacramento Parks Foun- 
dation, a coalition of four local 
park districts including the Mis- 
sion Oaks Park District, has held 
several meetings for the public re- 
garding the new park. 

Simpson said that at the Jan. 24 
meeting the foundation indicated 
its interest in partnering with Sac 
State. 

Planning is in preliminary stag- 
es, according to Simpson, but a 
few of the students will continue 
working on the project beyond the 
semester’s end in hopes of a late 
spring 2019 opening, according to 
Natalie Loomis, a student in the 
class. 

Loomis, a junior, said that 
when Simpson approached her 
about leading the project it was an 
easy decision to join. 

“Tt was right up my alley,” she 
said. Loomis has worked with the 
East Bay Park District and works 
in the recreation field by The 
WELL on campus. 

The focus of the project will 
be to make a park relevant to the 
community, said Loomis, who 
has been researching other parks 
around the area to ensure a vari- 
ety of outdoor activities to best suit 
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Plans courtesy of the Sacramento Parks Foundation 


An empty lot at the corner of Bell Street and Irma Way in Arden-Arcade will become a community park by the hands of students in the Sac State 


Honors Program. 


those living around the project. 

Simpson added that the Sac- 
ramento Parks Foundation is pro- 
posing a design that would include 
“(a) universally accessible play- 
ground, drought tolerant land- 
scaping, shade and charging sta- 
tions, educational programming, 
and even a community center 
building that would include an ac- 
cessible kitchen in which recently 
disabled adults could learn to be 
self-sufficient.” 

The proposed design fits un- 
der the energy theme that SMUD 
would like, according to Loomis. 
Simpson said that the project is 
expected to cost about $3 million. 

All facets of creating the park, 
including funding, community 
outreach, design ideas, sustainabil- 


ity, and surveying, are in the hands 
of the other students, according 
to freshman Paige Palsgaard, who 
was also in the class. 

“The idea to bring a park there 
could really bring more of an idea 
of safety,” Palsgaard said. “It’s bet- 
ter to have a park than an empty 
lot because kids are more prone 
to use an empty lot for drugs and 
stuff like that, but putting a park 
there would make that place a lot 
cleaner and safer.” 

The honors program will likely 
not be the only group at Sac State 
working on the project, accord- 
ing to Loomis. She said she wants 
the park to be a campus effort 
and potentially involve the Greek 
community and other groups to 
help get the project off the ground 


and add hands for building and 
fundraising. 

The plot of land is under the 
jurisdiction of the Mission Oaks 
Park District. Loomis said that 
once she knows how much mon- 
ey SMUD and the Mission Oaks 
Park District will spend, they can 
figure out how to further fundraise. 

Both Loomis and Simpson said 
that communication with SMUD 
and the Mission Oaks Park Dis- 
trict was spotty at first, but more 
recently Simpson has been in 
communication with the Sacra- 
mento Parks Foundation in getting 
the community involved with the 
project. 

This is not the first community 
work Simpson has helped create 
with her students. With the histo- 


ry department, Simpson helped 
complete other projects, including 
obtaining a National Register of 
Historic Places nomination for the 
‘Tower Bridge. 

Simpson said her goal was to 
get out of the classroom and make 
something that people want. 

Loomis said she wants to create 
something in Sacramento that will 
last in the community “hopefully 
forever,’ and to be able to come 
back and say, “I had a hand in 
that.” 

“Whether it be one kid who 
uses that park or hundreds of kids 
that use that park, just knowing 
I was able to do something for 
them is an exciting feeling,” said 
Loomis. 


www.StateHornet.com 








ASI CHANGES ELECTION PROCEDURE 


CITING LOW ENGAGEMENT, STUDENT GOVERNMENT ABANDONS USE OF SLATES 


Eric Jaramishian 
@EFaramishian 


The Associated Students, Inc. 
Board of Directors voted that 
slates — or blocks of candidates 
running together — will no longer 
be allowed in Sacramento State 
student government elections at 
its Feb. 7 meeting. 

The change to the elections 
code had been in discussion since 
October, when ASI President Mia 
Kagianas and the ASI Elections 
Code ‘Task Force began looking 
at how to deal with slates in the 
election process. ‘The board of di- 
rectors reestablished the task force 
last summer to revisit the elections 
code and determine what changes 
should be made. 

Slates allowed students run- 
ning for different positions to cam- 
paign together, especially if they 
knew each other and had similar 
policy ideas, but some believe the 
process discouraged newcomers 
from running. 

The board discussed the possi- 
bility of allowing slates to be used 
while giving independent candi- 
dates a fair chance to run against a 
group of candidates running with 
each other, but ultimately decided 
to end the use of slates entirely. 

“We came to realize that we 
were just going around the prob- 
lem that slates have, which disem- 
powers students who want to run 
as an independent — especially 
when it comes to finances, when 
people come from lower income 
backgrounds against people that 
might have a financial advan- 
tage,” said Kagianas. 

The task force had concerns 
that getting rid of slates might de- 
crease turnout, said Kagianas. 

However, ASI Executive Di- 
rector Sandra Gallardo, who 
serves as a non-voting member of 
the board, said that slates actually 
decreased voter turnout. 


“There is the problem that 
slates make elections more divisive 
with an ‘us’ versus ‘them’ dynam- 
ic when more than one slate runs 
for office,” said Gallardo. “All of 
these factors in turn hurt student 
engagement and likely depress 
voter turnout. Eliminating slates 
will hopefully turn things around 
by encouraging students to run for 
office and become more engaged 
with (ASI).” 

When the resolution was pro- 
posed at the board meeting on Feb. 
7, it received positive feedback. 

“It would be cool if we could 
take out slates, because they’re a 
powerhouse,” said Jet Haresco, 
the ASI director of business ad- 
ministration. “But I think there 
should be some support for stu- 
dents who do not have the self 
confidence to run by themselves.” 

The resolution passed with 
only one “no” vote. 

“I feel really proud to be on 
this ASI this year,” Kagianas said. 
“They have made a historic move 
to remove slates, and I am proud 
that we are changing the institu- 
tion to better serve our students.” 

Another change made to the 
elections code is the inclusion of 
tickets, so that candidates running 
for president and vice president 
can run together. 

The rest of the rules will re- 
main the same. Any student can 
run, but they will have to fill out 
an application, due by March 9. 

Once they are approved to run, 
the candidates will go through a se- 
ries of workshops until March 26, 
when they can start campaigning. 

Voting takes place on April 11, 
and the results are announced the 
following day. Each candidate has 
a spending limit of $350 to use 
during the campaign. 

“T am really thankful that I 
have had the opportunity to make 
this change, and I am excited to 
see what this looks like for future 
boards,” Kagianas said. 
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Team brings back four all-time best 


Returning women’s starters own top four career averages in school history 


Thomas Frey 
@ThomasFreyRP 





Although it’s been nearly 3 
1/2 months since the Sacramento 
State women’s golf team played 
its last round of golf in a compe- 
tition, the Hornets — which were 
projected on Jan. 30 to win the 
Big Sky Conference for a second 
consecutive season — didn’t take 
much time off. 

While sophomore Sofie Babic 
returned home to Laholm, Swe- 
den once the fall semester ended, 
she began practicing almost every 
day so as to not lose any ground. 
Sisters Astha (senior) and Nishtha 
(sophomore) Madan returned 
home to Gurgaon, India with sim- 
ilar eagerness. 

The trio, along with junior Ju- 
lia Becker, have the top-four low- 
est averages per round in school 
history and finished in the top 
three in three of their four events 
in the fall. 

Now they look toward continu- 
ing that winning pace. 

“We as a team are definitely 
capable of winning every tourna- 
ment,” Babic said. 

Babic averaged the lowest 
score on the team in the fall, fin- 
ished in the top three twice indi- 
vidually and was awarded Big Sky 
Player of the Week on Sept. 20. 

After spending part of her 
break in Sweden, she went to 
Spain to practice due to cold, 
snowy weather in her native 
country. 

The rest of the team has been 
on the course working since the 
fall season ended. Winning the 
Big Sky Tournament is the team’s 
minimum goal, Babic said. 

“If we don’t win conference, 
I will be entirely disappointed,” 
Babic said. “I think the whole 
team would be disappointed as 
well.” 


on Sept. 20. 


Babic said she thinks the team 
can be competitive in the NCAA 
Regional this season after finish- 
ing 15th out of 18 teams a season 
ago. 
Astha Madan agreed. She 
said that the team has been hav- 
ing qualifying rounds for about a 
week to set the lineup, and that it 
is so close that she doesn’t know 
in what order the starting five will 
be. 

Freshman Corinne Viden has 


joined the starting lineup and has 
made strides since the fall, Astha 
said. Viden averaged 74.92 per 
round in the fall before ending 
with two top 10 finishes. 
“Corinne has great energy,” 
Astha said. “She is a long hitter, 
and she can make her putts.” 
After an all-conference fresh- 
man season, Nishtha Madan 
set the all-time school record by 
shooting a 67 at the Rainbow 
Wahine Invitational on Oct. 31 





Photo courtesy of Bob Solorio/Sac State Athletics 


Sacramento State sophomore Sofie Babic averaged the lowest score on the team in the fall season and earned Big Sky Player of the Week honors 


and going on to finish third in the 
tournament. Through 12 rounds, 
Nishtha has been the only starter 
to have every round be at least 76 
or lower. 

The four returners have the 
top four averages in school histo- 
ry, while Viden hasn’t shot the 25 
rounds needed to qualify for the 
record books. If her 12 rounds did 
qualify for the record book, her 
average would be No. | in school 
history. 


According to Astha, every- 
one on the team just wants to see 
the other succeed, and it doesn’t 
matter who has the best score 
because they all want to win the 
Big Sky and advance to an NCAA 
Regional. 

“We have the confidence,” 
Astha said. “All of our goals are in 
line with one another’s. I think we 
can go out there and win.” 
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Incoming class hopes to win again 





MEN’S GOLF 


Men’s golf team boasts confidence 
as it prepares for spring season 


Corina Gutierrez 
@ TheStateHornet 





Preparations for upcoming 
tournaments and the Big Sky 
Conference are in full swing for 
the Sacramento State men’s golf 
program. 

Sac State — which will next 
compete in the National Invita- 
tional Tournament in ‘Tucson, Ar- 
izona on Feb. 25 — is projected to 
finish third in the Big Sky ‘Tourna- 
ment come April 27-29 in Boul- 
der City, Nevada. This prediction 
comes a year after the Hornets 
won the conference and advanced 
to the Stanford NCAA Regional. 

“T don’t believe it’s relevant,” 
senior transfer Ash Patel said re- 
garding the prediction. “I’m con- 
fident in our team that we can 
win.” 

For Sac State this year, there 
are more new members than 
seasoned veterans after the loss 


of Robert Parden and two-time 
Big Sky Golfer of the Year Aaron 
Beverly. 

“As a senior, I lost all my 
friends, but all the new guys are 
good kids,” senior Zach Libera- 
tore said. “They’re learning the 
ways of college golf, it’s way dif- 
ferent than high school.” 

Senior San Diego State trans- 
fer Wonje Choi — who earned 
first team all-Big Sky honors in 
the 2016-17 season — said he 
feels good about the prediction to 
finish third, but he thinks the team 
has the ability to win it all. 

“We've lost three out of six 
times this season. You could say 
it’s a failure; but it’s a learning 
opportunity,” Choi said. “Coach 
(Kamden Brakel) does a good job 
(and) we meet face-to-face and 
imagine what we will do.” 

Choi also said the team has a 
good crop of newcomers: fresh- 
men Zak Sievers, Brandon Mi- 
chaels, Jeff Carr; sophomore 
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transfer Eric Olsem, and sopho- 
more Devyn Fitchhorn. 

“They all have a good atti- 
tude,” Choi said. “A good mindset 
is critical to get better.” 

This positivity is also consistent 
between Liberatore and Patel as 
they both said they feel confident 
about their team and their own 
abilities. 

“I go through everyday rou- 
tines and stick to my process,” Pa- 
tel said after earning Big Sky Golf- 
er of the Week honors on Sept. 
20. “I think of every practice 
and every tournament the same. 
I have a lot of confidence in our 
team that we can pull it together.” 

Choi, who was an instrumental 
part of last year’s Big Sky Cham- 
pionship team, even goes so far as 
to say that this 2018 club could 
reach greater successes. 

“The team’s work ethic is even 
better than it has been — every- 
one has potential,” Choi said. 
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Sacramento State senior Wonje Choi, who transferred from San Diego 
State, is one of three seniors on the men’s golf team. Choi earned first 
team all-Big Sky Conference honors in the 2016-17 season. 
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Baseball team 


Shaun Holkko 
@HOLKKO023 





The Sacramento State base- 
ball team set the bar high after 
advancing to the NCAA Regional 
last season — and is focused on 
achieving that goal once again. 

Sac State coach Reggie Chris- 
tiansen led the Hornets to at least 
30 wins for the sixth consecutive 
season after going 32-27 in 2017. 
In Western Athletic Conference 
competition, Sac State went 12- 
12 for a third-place finish, but 
saved its best for last. 

The Hornets — which were 
predicted to finish third in the 
preseason coaches poll on Feb. 7 
— had entered the WAC ‘Tourna- 
ment on a four-game win streak 
and carried that momentum 
into four more wins to become 
conference champions. This title 
clinched Sac State a berth into 
the NCAA ‘Tournament for the 
second time in the last four years. 

Christiansen’s resume of suc- 
cess then paid off as he received 
a contract extension back in Oc- 
tober, rooting himself here until 
2024. 

“We want to continue to im- 
prove over the course of the 
season,” Christiansen said. “We 
want to continue to perform as a 

‘program on the field but also in 
the classroom.” 

Players to watch out for this 
season include senior outfielder 
Jan Dawkins, junior outfielder 
James Outman and sophomore 
outfielder Matt Smith. 

Dawkins, who was named to 
the all-WAC preseason team on 
Wednesday, started all 61 games 
at center field and earned all- 
WAC first team honors last year. 
This recognition was due in part 
to Dawkins leading the Hornets 
in batting average (.340), on-base 
percentage (.401), hits (89), runs 
(56) and stolen bases (15). Daw- 
kins also ranked 17th in the na- 
tion in hits in Division I baseball. 





on Sunday, Feb. 26, 2017. 


Fellow senior Vinny Esposito, 
who was selected to the all-WAC 
preseason team last week, de- 
scribed Dawkins as having “ice 
in his veins,” saying he “is never 
really fazed by anything.” 

Outman, who was also selected 
to the all-WAC preseason team, is 
another key member of the team 
who is looking to build upon last 
season’s success and have a break- 
out campaign in 2018. 

In his sophomore season, 
Outman was named to the all- 
WAC ‘Tournament team. He led 
his team in RBIs (53), doubles 
(16), walks (37) and tied for first 
in home runs (11). Outman’s 11 
home runs were tied for the most 
in a season since Rhys Hoskins in 


BASEBALL 


2014, who is now a rising star on 
the Philadelphia Phillies. 

“Outman did very well last 
year and had a very good summer 
so we expect a lot of good things 
from James, and I think he will 
have a good season,” Dawkins 
said. 

Following a breakout 
true-freshman season, Smith was 
sidelined for the entire 2017 sea- 
son with a shoulder injury. Luck- 
ily for him, he did not lose a year 
of eligibility as it counted as a 
medical redshirt season. 

Smith began his collegiate ca- 
reer on a 16-game hitting streak 
and followed that up with an 
eight game hitting streak later in 
the season. Smith started at des- 





Hornets look to build upon previous success 
seeks to make NCAA Tournament in back-to-back seasons 
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Then-Sacramento State sophomore James Outman celebrates with teammates after scoring a run against Northern Kentucky at John Smith Field 


ignated hitter for all but two of 
his 48 starts during his freshman 
campaign. 

“Having Matt Smith back in 
our lineup and on the field will 
be huge for our team,” said senior 
pitcher Austin Root. 

Christiansen and his staff are 
still undecided on who will be 
the everyday catcher and what 
the pitching rotation will look like 
but he said that should be decided 
within the coming weeks. 

“Our mindset has shifted the 
last couple years and we are on 
a different level as a program,” 
Christiansen said. “We _ believe 
that we belong on the field with 
anyone in the country, and I think 
we've proven that.” 


Sac State will open the season 
with a four game series against 
the University of Washington on 
Feb. 16 at John Smith Field. 
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Hornets 
struggle 
during 
4-game 
stretch 


Men's team 
remains 
optimistic, 
hope to break 
losing streak 





Keith Jouganatos 
@ Keith Fouganatos 


The last two weeks have been 
anything but easy for the Sacra- 
mento State men’s basketball team. 

The Hornets — which fell 71- 
69 in overtime at Montana four 
days ago — are on a four-game los- 
ing streak. ‘The other three games 
were lost by an average of 19.7 
points. 

Sac State coach ‘Brian Katz said 
his team has let certain negative as- 
pects of its game affect other areas 
on the court in the midst of this 
losing skid. 

“A lot of it was (that) we let 
things we don’t do well affect the 
things that we do, do well,” Katz 
said. “At times, we have trouble 
scoring, but we let our offensive 
frustration transfer to defense.” 

Coming home from a hard 
fought 10-point win two Saturdays 
ago on the road versus Portland 
State, Sac State (6-19, 3-9 Big Sky 
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Sacramento State senior forward Justin Strings, right, prepares to defend Eastern Washington senior guard Bogdan Bliznyuk, left, in the second half 
of a 74-54 loss Feb. 1 at the Nest. Strings finished the game with 16 points, while Bliznyuk posted a season-high 40 points on 15-of-18 shooting 


from the field. 


“Our goals have not changed at all. To have a tough week like 
that it’s good to just come back, settle yourself down and 
realize what we are playing for here, you know?” 


- Justin Strings 


Sacramento State men’s basketball senior forward 





Conference) seemingly had all the 
momentum. Up until that point, 
the Hornets had been winless in 
their first eight games away from 
the Nest. 

Then came a loss against East- 
ern Washington in which Sac State 
did not score a single point until the 
16:20 mark on Feb. 1. ‘The Hornets 
followed this 20-point loss with a 
frustrating game two days later 
against Idaho in which they shot 
42 percent (23-54) from the floor 
and allowed 32 bench points to the 
Vandals compared to just three for 
the Hornets. 

Next came a road trip in which 
the Hornets get blown out 92-76 by 


Montana State. Sac State commit- 
ted 23 fouls and saw the Bobcats 
go a perfect | 1-for-11 from the free 
throw line. 

However, Saturday was an en- 
tirely different story as the Hornets 
played the role of the underdog 
against a Montana team that was 
undefeated both at home (10-0) 
and in league (12-0) play. Holding 
onto a 61-56 lead, Montana closed 
out the last 2:55 of regulation on a 
5-0 run to send it into overtime. Sac 
State was then outscored by the 
narrowest of margins to lose 71-69. 

Senior forward Justin Strings, 
who scored 21 points in the over- 
time loss against Montana, said 


the team has taken a step back to 
reevaluate, see what they've done 
wrong and what can be improved 
upon. 

“Our goals have not changed at 
all,” Strings said. ““Io have a tough 
week like that it’s good to just come 
back, settle yourself down and re- 
alize what we are playing for here, 
you know?” 

During this stretch, the Hornets 
have played three of the toughest 
conference opponents in the Big 
Sky this year. Montana is 20-5 on 
the season and is in the midst of 
a 13-game winning streak, while 
both Eastern Washington and Ida- 
ho sit in the upper echelon of the 


Big Sky standings. 

However, if there was any ques- 
tion as to if this losing streak has 
changed their level of focus, fresh- 
man forward Bryce Fowler put that 
to bed. 

“The focus is pretty much the 
same,” Fowler said. 

When asked about their confi- 
dence following this losing streak, 
Fowler remained optimistic and 
hopeful. | 

“I am always confident in my 
guys that I play with, the same way 
I know they share that same confi- 
dence in me when we step on that 
court together,” Fowler said. 

Sac State —— which is less than 
one month away from the Big Sky 
Tournament on March 6 — will 
look to end its four-game skid as the 
team comes back home to the Nest 
on Thursday against Idaho State 
and Saturday versus Weber State. 
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‘Hometown Hero’ 





plays himself on 
— the big screen 





Alumnus Anthony Sadler reflects 
on his work in biographical film 
‘The 15:17 to Paris’ 


Shaun Holkko 
@HOLKKO23 


On Aug. 21, 2015, then-Sac- 
ramento State student Anthony 
Sadler and his two childhood 
friends, Spencer Stone and Alek 
Skarlatos, were on a train from 
Amsterdam headed for Paris. It 
was then that a terrorist board- 
ed the train armed with an AK- 
47, a pistol, and 270 rounds of 
ammunition. 

The three jumped into action, 
tackling the gunman and thwart- 
ing the attack. ‘Their story was so 
inspiring to filmmaker Clint East- 
wood that he directed a movie re- 
telling the story and had the three 
men play themselves in the film. 

We asked Sadler about his 
past, that day on the train and his 
role in the film’s production. 


Q: How did you first meet 
Alek and Spencer? 

A: I met them when I was 12 
years old in middle school. We all 
went to a private Christian school 
named Freedom Christian. ‘They 
had already been going there and 
then I came to the school for my 
eighth grade year. 


Q: Can you describe your 
time at Sac State? 

A: At Sac State I grew up a 
lot. I thought I wanted to go out- 
of-state to go to school and then 
I ended up going to Sac State. I 


was wondering if I was going to 
get that college experience and I 
realized it really is just what you 
make of it. Eventually I decided 
to immerse myself in school and I 
ended up having a lot of fun and 
it changed me a lot. 


Q: What happened on 
Aug. 21, 2015? 

A: Basically me, Spencer and 
Alek were on a train backpacking 
through Europe and we heard a 
weird commotion that woke us 
up, so we turned around to see 
what it was, and the first thing 
you see is a guy with an AK-47. 
Within a couple seconds, Spencer 
realizes what’s going on and he 
gets up, then Alek goes, then I go, 
and we go and jump him until he 
drops the weapon. We beat him 
up a little bit, and then Spencer 
was able to get him into a choke- 
hold and choke him until he was 
unconscious. 


Q: What was it like to play 
yourself in a movie? 

A: Pretty weird because the 
whole time you’re trying to decide 
if you’re acting or not. So it’s like 
you find your own insecurities, 
like what’s showing on camera, 
but at the same time you’re trying 
to come off authentic — so it’s a 
weird dynamic. 


Q: If you had to have 
someone play you in the 
movie, who would it be and 
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Anthony Sadler, second from left, is commended with a special resolution from Associated Students, Inc. ata 
Sac State football game on Sept. 26, 2015. 


why? 

A: I probably would’ve picked 
Michael B. Jordan because I like 
the trajectory of the career he’s 
on and the roles he’s picked so far, 
and I feel like he’s a really talent- 
ed actor. 


Q: What was it like to 
work with Clint Eastwood? 

A: He is such a legend that I 
found myself soaking up every 
moment just trying to make the 
most out of every situation, so it 
was an interesting process to be 
a part of. I found myself not tak- 
ing any moment for granted, just 
because the kind of opportunity 
that is, nobody really gets one like 
it, so it’s pretty huge. I definitely 
didn’t want to disappoint him, 
but I was only nervous the first 
day. But after that he’s just so cool 
and chill that it makes it more of 
an easy process. He made it not 
a big deal — which is still crazy, 
because it’s still Clint Eastwood, 
but he’s able to get down on ev- 
eryone’s level being relatable. He 
would come over and tell a joke 
or something and keep it light, so 
he’s not super serious. He made it 
super chill for us, so he’s a great 
guy to work with. 


Q: What was your favor- 
ite memory from filming the 


movie? 


A: Being on location in Eu- 
rope. We could’ve shot the mov- 
ie in Los Angeles and faked all 
the scenes, but we were able to 
go to Europe again. Just to look 
behind the camera and see Clint 
Eastwood over there, and we’re in 
Italy shooting a movie — it was 
pretty surreal. 


Q: Why should people go 
see your movie? 

A: Hopefully it inspires some 
people because they'll be able to 
see more than just the headline. 
They'll be able to realize who 
we are, just three ordinary guys. 
Hopefully it can inspire and have 
them be able to see themselves 
in one or all of us and know that 
they are capable to accomplish 
the extraordinary as well. It’s not 
just something the three of us 
have; everybody is capable of it, 
you just never know until you are 
in that situation. 


Q: Would you be interest- 
ed in another movie role if 
offered? 

A: Most definitely. I want to 
pursue it after this just because | 
realize nobody gets these kind of 
chances, especially their first one 
out, so from here I definitely want 
to try and take it somewhere and 


hopefully keep acting. 


Q: Nearly 2 1/2 years lat- 
er, how do you reflect on the 
15:17 to Paris? 

A: I just look at it as one crazy 
ride that we’ve been on the past 
two and a half years. ’m excited 
for everybody to see the movie, 
because the movie is the closing 
chapter — like here’s what hap- 
pened, everybody gets to see it, 
and hopefully it touches a lot of 
people. 


Q: What was the movie 
press tour like? Where did 
you travel? 

A: It’s been tiring but fun. 
We’ve been promoting all over 
the world, in Atlanta, (Washing- 
ton) D.C., Dallas, ‘Toronto, Paris, 
Los Angeles, New York City — 
the list goes on. For your first time 
out it’s a huge deal, so we’re not 
taking any moment for granted, 
that’s for sure. 


Q: What’s next for you? 

A: I do some motivational 
speaking, so [’ll still always be 
traveling for motivational speak- 
ing. But right now acting is on the 
plate, so that’s next up and hope- 
fully that’s the goal for 2018 — to 
get into another picture, so that’s 
what’s on the plate at the mo- 
ment. I don’t want to waste the 
opportunity so ’m concentrated 
on (acting) right now. 
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Kendrick Lamar curates ‘Black Panther’ soundtrack 


A marvel in its 
own right, the 
score touches 
on political and 
social issues 


Khanlin Rodgers 
@kKhanlibear 


“Batman,” the soundtrack that 
Prince created to accompany ‘Tim 
Burton’s 1989 film, is the only 
movie soundtrack I had ever en- 
- that is, until 
the soundtrack to “Black Panther” 
came out. 

Years after I had already fall- 
“Batman” 
that 


en in love with the 


soundtrack. I learned both 


Tim Burton and executives at 
Warner Bros. Studios were fans of 
Prince and wanted him to be in- 
volved with the music from the very 
beginning, ‘They invited Prince to a 
private preview screening, and he 
was able to conceive a 10-track al- 
bum after seeing a third of the full 
movie. 

The soundtrack to “Black Pan- 
ther” came about in a similar way 
when Ryan Coogler, the movies di- 
rector, got support from Marvel to 
reach out to Lamar. In an interview 
with NPR, Coogler said that La- 
mar was invited to a screening of 
the movie with the intent of only 
inspiring a few songs. 

Thank God it became so much 
more. Lamar became the curator 
of an entire soundtrack. 

In the opening track, Kend- 
rick Lamar adopts the persona of 
T’Challa, the current alter-ego of 
Black Panther, played by Chadwick 
Boseman. Lamar raps about inher- 
iting the Black Panther mantle over 
the sparse plucking of a piano and 
touches on many of the themes 
we ve heard in his previous albums. 

He emphasizes the importance 





The soundtrack to ‘Black Panther,’ curated by Kendrick Lamar, succeeds where most film soundtracks fail by 


Image courtesy of Top Dawg Entertainment 


incorporating the plot and characters of the film without depending on them. 


of activism and bringing peo- 
ple together while drawing par- 
allels to bemg appointed as the 
new “king’— of both rap and 
Black Panther’s fictional country, 
Wakanda. 

The hopeful tone is a stark con- 
trast to the grit of Lamar’s second 
verse on “King’s Dead” in which 
he speaks from the perspective of 
Erik Killmonger, a villian from 
Black Panther and one of ‘T’Chal- 
la’s greatest rivals, played by Mi- 
chael B. Jordan. 

Lamar spits about taking the 
throne from T°Challa and reiter- 
ates the themes of guilt and self-im- 
portance heard in “DAMN.,” all 
over harsh 808s, gunshots and sam- 
ples of cars peeling out. 

Lamar doesn’t steal the show all 
for himself. Contributions by TDE 


labelmate SZA on “All the Stars” 
provide a catchy, melodic hook that 
shows off SZA and Lamar’s musi- 
cal chemistry. 

‘The soundtrack also presents a 
first-time collaboration by Ab-Soul, 
Anderson .Paak, and James Blake. 
“Bloody Waters” fuses the styles of 
all three artists and creates a unique 
sound that’s familiar, but also offers 
a lot of surprises and subtle nuanc- 
es that'll keep you engaged during 
the entirety of the track. 

Sacramento-native Mozzy even 
makes an appearance with “Sea- 
sons.” Accompanied by South 
African artists Reason and Sjava, 
Mozzy creates an anthem that re- 
flects on the inequalities that peo- 
ple of color in the United States 
face and describes how Wakanda 
is often generalized, and therefore 


marginalized, as a third world 
country despite being unfathom- 
ably wealthy. 

This soundtrack doesn’t just 
shine because of the acts associat- 
ed with it. It’s so good because it 
does what many soundtracks fail 
to do — it incorporates the plot 
and characters of the film without 
depending on them. It tells its own 
narrative by drawing from both the 
movie and the reality of the artists 
involved. 

The “Black Panther” film is 
expected to pull some impressive 
numbers at the box office during its 
opening weekend. 

Because of the expertise of 
Kendrick Lamar and a variety of 
radio-ready tracks, the soundtrack 
is likely to top the charts as well. 
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Sacramento State President Robert Nelsen and Associated Students, Inc. President Mia Kagianas answer questions during the tuition forum Thursday, Feb. 8 


Shoot straight with students, Nelsen 





When asked to justify salary and raises, president’s response was tone-deaf 


Last week, The State Hornet 
called into question why the high- 
est-paid leaders in the California 
State University system are paid 
so much, and said it was an insult 
to students for those administra- 
tors to accept raises as tuition is set 
to increase for the second year in 
a row. 

Apparently, students at Sacra- 
mento State got the message. At 
last week’s ASI forum on the tui- 
tion increase, Sac State President 
Robert Nelsen was repeatedly 
questioned about his salary, and 
was asked to justify it. 

His responses — all of which 
failed to provide actual justifica- 
tion for why he and his colleagues 
did not reject their raises this year 
or last — displayed a deeply disap- 


pointing tone-deafness. 

When one student questioned 
the appropriateness of the rais- 
es, Nelsen responded by saying 
“I understand appearance. I also 
understand you pay for what you 
get.” 

Nelsen also chose to focus on 
the idea that the 2.5 percent raise 
he and other executives will receive 
is a good thing overall because all 
CSU employees — including fac- 
ulty — will also be receiving the 
same raise. 

Nelsen went on to mention 
that university presidents in other 
states are paid more on average, 
and that the ultimate goal for ev- 
eryone in the CSU system is to be 
“fully compensated.” 

Do faculty and staff deserve 


raises? Absolutely. After all, they’re 
the ones “on the ground,” so to 
speak. But as faculty are historical- 
ly underpaid and have little bear- 
ing on the executive-level decisions 
affecting students, their hard-won 
compensation increases are not 
relevant. 

At its core, this is a leadership is- 
sue. It is offensive to many students 
for the leadership of the CSU — 
those who are currently failing in 
their mission to “provide access to 
an excellent education to all who 
are prepared for and wish to par- 
ticipate in collegiate study” — to 
take more money from already fi- 
nancially burdened students while 
continuing to receive raises each 
year, particularly as Sac State plays 
host to a conference outlining the 


fact that 1 in 10 CSU students are 
homeless and 41.6 percent are 
food insecure. 

Nelsen has quite a habit of be- 
ing tone deaf in the face of upset 
students, including last year, when 
— in an affront to the countless 
students who commute hours each 
day to attend Sac State — he de- 
nied the notion that Sac State is a 
commuter campus. Nelsen even 
went so far as to turn it into a dirty 
word, being quoted as saying “I 
hate the ‘C’ word.” 

There are many problems 
within both the CSU system and 
Sac State at the moment. Nelsen 
has purposefully crafted his image 
over the last three years, appearing 
to be an ally to students on issues 
both academic and personal — 





and these efforts are very much 


appreciated. 
His response to this year’s 
DACA uncertainty _ provided 


much-needed reassurance during 
troubling times, and his willing- 
ness to attend student protests 
and listen to their concerns has 
brought an uncommon sense of 
accessibility to his office. 

But students are struggling 
in historic proportions — and 
we cannot allow our leadership 
to simply shrug and blame Gov. 
Brown’s budget for a funding 
shortfall and meekly accept a tu- 
ition hike without taking a long 
hard look at what being there for 
students truly means. 

We appreciate our president. 
But it’s time to do better. 
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Superhero saturation is excessive — 


The abundance of Marvel and DC films are weakening the experience for comic fans 


Nick Minges 
@nackminges 





In the early 2000s, directors 
Bryan Singer and Sam Raimi laid 
the cornerstone of what eventu- 
ally became a global, multibillion 
dollar phenomenon. 

Singer’s “X-Men” (2000), and 
“Spider-Man” (2002) 
were the first in a trend of mod- 


Raim1’s 


ern superhero movies sent out for 
mass consumption, and the trilo- 
gies they resulted in put superhe- 
ro movies on the map for movie 
makers in a way they hadn’t been 
before. 

The “Spider-Man” 


proved that a well-loved and 


series 


heavily mythologized hero could 
be incredibly profitable material 
for a skilled director armed with a 
heartfelt script, and the “X-Men” 
series, while less popular, made a 
good case for a team of them. 

Fast forward to 2018, and it 
seems there is a costume-clad 
swashbuckler diving into frame 
every other week. 

The world has the superbug, 
and it has had it for a while. Now 
that everyone from Steven Spiel- 
berg to Mark Hamill has voiced 
their thoughts on the matter, I’ 
tell you what I think. 

Here are my top five issues 
with the superhero craze: 


1. Explosions! 

The recent onslaught of su- 
perhero cinema has been seri- 
ously lacking in storytelling, and 
the makers of films seek to rem- 
edy this only by adding more and 
more dazzling, fiery images than 
even some comic fans can handle. 

The resulting array of toppled 
skyscrapers, fragmented monu- 
ments, explosive objects shot full 
of bullets and walls of flame has 
many fans (including myself) feel- 


ing fried rather than fed. 


2. We Used to Have to Wait 

It’s been a lifetime in movie 
years since the successes of Singer 
and Raimi. We used to have one 
or two well-written and extremely 
successful movies a year, and we 
used to be pleasantly surprised to 
see them. 

Now we can’t go a single day 
without being bombarded with 
news about new actors, old actors, 
new plans, changes of plan, new 
directors, rewrites and political or 
critical controversy. 

Superhero flicks are hitting the 
airwaves like never before, and I 
miss the days of waiting in antic- 
ipation for a film that I was fairly 
sure wasn’t going to be a two- 
hour toy advertisement. Now, it’s 
almost inevitable that I know al- 
most everything that went wrong 
(or right) during the making of 
the film before I even see it. 


3. Oversaturation 
Weren’t movies for those who 
didn’t have the time for reading? 
these 
days are almost as hard to follow 


The cinematic universes 
as their source material. 

When you include TV shows, 
spin-offs, tie-ins, prequels, sequels 
and the purchasing of more char- 
acters from other companies, su- 
per-movie makers are creating a 
landscape so broad that fans can 
barely wrap their heads around 
it. Never mind the fact that Mar- 
vel on its own will have released 
twenty-three movies between 
2008 and 2019. 

I can barely keep up with the 
ever-increasing list of movies to 
be released, and expecting a fan 
ticket 
price more than a few times a year 


to shell out the average 


is a tall order. ‘The formula means 
that almost no one will be seeing 
every film, and most of us will 
miss out on the details necessary 
to get the picture of the entire, in- 
tricate plot. 
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The mass commodification of superhero franchises — including the toys, shirts and TV shows that come out of 
the movies — is a dissappointing trend for long-time comic fans. 


I fear that comic fans like my- 
self are going to be deprived of 
action from certain characters, 
or even lose them entirely as they 
become casualties to the movie 
deadline. The market for these 
films is just oversaturated, cheap- 
ening the whole experience and 
forcing many of them to be over- 
looked in the confusion. 

“Deadpool” was one of those 
casualties once, and we’re lucky 
he was picked back up. 


4. It’s a War Between 
Two Monopolies 
The two-party nature of the 
phenomenon means that each 
company is competing (if that 
wasn't already obvious) for our 
attention. It means that movies 
have to come out faster than ever, 
which makes me wonder about 


the future of storytelling quality. 

‘To make matters worse, due to 
a recent deal with Marvel and Fox 
“X-Men” characters will be able 
to cross over into Marvel scre- 
entime. How many of them will 
feel rushed and incomplete? How 
many of them will be memorable? 

DC’s latest releases have been 
frantic gut-reaction responses to 
Marvel’s success at best, and if you 
didn’t agree with my comment 
about spin-offs, did you even see 
“Thor: The Dark World?” “Thor: 
Ragnarok”? I saw the Hulk wear- 
ing a birthday hat that he dug out 
of a Hulk-sized Happy Meal and 
walked the other way. 


5. Toys! 
It’s been a while since I sat 
through a super-flick that didn’t 
feel like an extended bulldozing 


toy advertisement. Sometimes I 
feel the jokes and the explosions 
are just there to entice a more 
juvenile crowd, to rally a depend- 
able source of profit. 

As a kid, I loved these films, 
and I had every toy I could get 
my hands on. But transport that 
kid to 2018 — watching him walk 
down the toy aisle, I just feel like 
the kid’s being used. 

Worldwide phenomenons like 
this are incredibly popular with 
merchandising companies (no 
surprise), and between action fig- 
ures, clothing, costumes, statues, 
party supplies, school supplies 
and those arguably adorable Fun- 
ko Pops, there’s a lot of plastic sit- 
ting on the shelves. 
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